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Copy of a letter froin Br. Selah Barrett, to the Editor, duted Rutland, P ,° 
Meigs Co. Ohio. July 14th, 1823. fl rt 
Brotuer Cuase, aH 
Sincé | wrote to you, we have enjoyed many pré¢ious scasons, and i | 
have had some addition. Our brethren in general are stedfast and well 4 iA 
engaged in the good cause. Elder Eli Towne made us a yisit in April, dt 1 


which proved a blessing to many. He attended our monthly meeting, mb i 
and taking into consideration our peculiar circumstances, thought we vy 
had doné right in constituting ourselves into a church, &c. And being 
satisfied as to our faith and doctrine, gave us the right hand of fellow- 
ship, as a church of Christ in connection with the people called Free- 
will Baptists. And likewise gave Elder John Sleeper and Elder James 
E. Brown the right hand of fellowship as fellow laborers and preachers 
of the gospel in the Freewill Baptist connection. 

About the middle of June, Elder Sleeper and myself made Elder Che- 
ney ahd the brethren a visit at the mouth of Scioto, and were joyfully 
received by them. We found them to be substantial brethren, though 
some What low ; but thanks to God, we had the satisfaction of seeing them 
revived in their minds béfore We left them, and hearing many of their 
testimonies for God, while sinnérs wept under a sense of their undone 
situation. Our circumstahces were such, that we could not tarry with 
thénr long, but have strong hopes that God is carrying on a reformation 
among them. Elder Cheney has appointed to meet with us in this 
Place on the second Saturday is uBust, and we expect to form into a 







‘i Quarterly Meeting. -. 
" We learn that Elder Maréds Bifbourn, one of our preachers in India- 
E na, has constituted two churches¢e fifty, and the other of ten mem 


berg. 








+ op et Naa LOR at i a 


— 
<5 ~ 





y5Ur 
Elder Senruel Willicms froin Maine resides at Cookstown, near 
Brownsville, Penasylvania, and hes upwards of one hundred members 
in gospel yi ci 


—— 


Information Hike the foregoing must be intéresting to every friend of 
Zion, and we lrepe that any, who have similar tidings; will be ready to 
communicate for publication, so that we may all hear and rejoice to- 
eether. 

Br. Barrett will confer a favor to write, relative to the proceedings 
on the 2d Saturday in last month, whether a Quarterly Meéting is form- 
ed; if so, how many churches, members, eldersfand unordained preach- 
ers, said Q. M. contains, and on what days and menths they are to be 


hoiden. Epiror. 





FOR THE INFORMER. 
Cepy of a letter from Br. David Marks, to the editor dated Geneseo, Live 


ingston Co. N.Y. July, 23d, 1823. 
Dean BROTHER, 
The God, that appeared unto Abraham, when he had departed into a 


country that he knew not, has continued the work of reformation in 


this place, and some, who were travelling the lonely road of despair, 
when l wrete to youin May last, are now happily rejoicing in the 
love of Christ, and travelling to a city which hath foundations, whose 
maker and builder is'God ; and also deelaring to a dying world, lying 
iu wickedness, that they have found him of whom Moses in the law and 
the prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth thé Son of God. The num- 
ber of converts has increased to thirty five. 

On the filteenth of May, Elder John Norton, baptized eight in this 
town, and Elder J. N. Hinkley baptized seven more on the 18th. On 
the 30th of May a counsel met, and formed a church of seventeen in 
No. The next day three more were acded by baptism. The Elders 
present in the council, were J. Parmenter and ¥ Norton, also three li- 
censed preachers. ‘Fhe above mentioned Elders have baptized twenty- 
eightin this revival. ‘Thirty three now belonging to the church, 25 of 
whem, the 12th of last April, were strangers to religion, and the love 
of God. A week ago last Sabbath, the whole church were together, 
and all united in eemmunion, except one, in which we enjoyed a re- 
freshing season. ‘The church appears to be in a flourishing state, and 
its members well united. O how beautiful it is to see brethren dwell 
torether in love and unity. Although we have had much persecution, 
vet the converts stand fast in the faith of the gospel and are well en- 
‘aged. O when wali the happy period arrive, when rrorrssors of re- 
gion shall cease to FIcHT against Ged by orrosine his work, because all 
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the converts are not likely to join their denomination. 
sword, shall perish by the sword. 

Since I was in Leroy, on the 25th of March last, near twenty souls 
have been converted in that place. In Richmond there has been an at- 
tention to the preaching of the word of late, and a few have professed 


They that take the 


_ hope in Christ. 


Last Sabbath and Monday I preached in Attica: eleven or twelve 
publicly manifested their resolution by the assistance of grace, to seek 
a part in the Redeemer. There is a good prospect of a revival of re- 
ligion in that place. The gospel labors of Elder Jonas Parmenter of 
that town, have been greatly blessed in this region. 

To-morrow | expect to preach my farewell discourse in this place, 
and the next day I expect to journey to the east. 

Farewell, 


REVIVALS. 
| FOR THE INFORMER. 

A letter just réceived from Elder Charles Bowies, gives 
information that the Huntington quarterly meeting was hol- 
den at Richmond, Vt. June 14th & 15th, in which a very 
interesting season was enjoyed. ‘There were fourteen 
preachers present, several of whom preached in the spirit 
and power of the gospel, Brother Jonathan Carter, for- 
meftly a preacher in the Calvinistic Baptist society, received 
the right hand of fellowship and become a member of this 
connexion; also brothers Winch and Ewers received licence 
as preachers of the gospel. 

he next q. m. is to be holden at Starksborough, Vt. the 
Saturday and Sabbath following the second Wednesday in 
September. Elders’ conference Friday preceding. 

Ider Bowles further writes, that he bas visited the 
towns of Hinesburg, Shelbern, Charlotte, Richmond, Dux- 
bury, Middlesex, and Stow, in each of which towns, the 
work of reformation appears to be reviving. 

In the month of July he visited the towns of Enosburg 
and Burkshire near the bounds of Canada, where a refor- 
mation is progressing gloriously. A church has been for- 
med in Enosburg, and on the 29th of J uly they attended to 
the ordinance of breaking bread for the first time, in which 
they enjoyed a glorious season. The prospect is very en- 
couraging in that part of the country. 


Davin Marks. 








Elder S. F. Whitten writes from Montville, Me. that 
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God 1s visiting them with showers of divine grace. .A good 
work of the Lord is spreading in the town of Bristol. Eld. 
Beneiah Pratt bas been preaching there and God has bles- 
sed his labers, and about twenty Rebs found Christ. to the 
jcy of their hearts. The brethren are generally well en- 
gaged im the work of the Lord. The Lord is’ ¥isiting ma- 
ny places with revivals of his work. 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 

THE revival of religion, in any place, especially in places 
where vice and inattention to religion has seemed to be its 
characteristic marks, is a most pleasing and joyful circum: 
stance, and it cannot fail of producing admiration and devo- 
tional feelings, in all who are engaged as they should be in 
the good cause. 

There have been some good revivals, of which it would 
have been pleasing to have received accounts, to present to 
our brethren, according to their wishes and intimations, but 
we presume some have waited for others to forward the 
necessary information, and consequently we are yee ga at 
resent. We are happy to hear of the good work at New 
Bedford, where Elder Clough from Boston, is labouring with 
good success, we hope to have some account of the work, 
from Elder Clough. 


In Boston the work is yet going on. 


KITTERY, ME. 

The work at Kittery point, has been glorious and power- 
ful. The Jabours of Elder M. Fernald, have been great 
and unwearied. On the last Christmas day, the young men 
who had been restrained as much as possible from abusing 
themselves and the day, by the plain and powerful preach- 
ing of Elder F. were detéieiined to outdo restraint and give 
Way to an uncommon share of indulgence im sinful pleasures 
on this day. Inorder to check the progress of this prevail- 
ing determination of the young men Elder F. ever ready to 
do them good, though against their will, agreed with the 
Congregational Minister, (Mr. Merrill,) to appomt a meet- 
ing on that day, bopmig thereby to draw some of them from 
their purpose. Meetings were held durmg the day and 
evenng. Eider E. Stinchfield came into the town on this 
day aud attend with them. The work which had made its 
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appearance before, in several mectings, and especially in x 
female prayer meeting, now became formidable in ifs ap- 
nearance and soon after numbers were in distress of sou! 
crying for mercy. As brother F. was about leaving this 

lace for Eastport, it seemed as if the Lord had directed 
the footsteps, to this place of that indefatigable labourer Th 
the gospel, Elder E. Stinchfield, whose coming was like the 
coming of ‘Titus, he entered the vineyard and the Lord 
gaye a plentiful harvest. The following is an 


Extract of a letter from Elder Stinchjicld, to the Editor, da- 

ted Kittery, February 14, 1823. 

“[ informed you while in Portsmouth the last of Decem- 
ber, of some appearance of a revival in Kittery. A refor- 
mation has been rapidly progressing from that time to the 

resent. One sister, who had been made a subject of grace 
in its beginning, had a little daughter of about thirteen 
years of age, who when she found her mother had made a 
profession of religion, fell into the most violent fit of rage 
against the ministers, the work, and her motier, and not 
daring to vent all her spleen in the house, she went into the 
street where she was iat: screaming with all her might, 
and expressing the most violent opposition against God and 
his work; but her rage was of short duration. In a short 
time after she had such a discovery of her own dreadful cov- 
dition by nature and the need of a Saviour, that her cries 
to God to have mercy on her soul, were heard in several 
meetings, and we have reason to hope that her conviction, 
which was very pungent, terminated in a saving conversion. 
This had a very solemn effect on the assembly. One young 
man who had been yery vain and a violent opposer and de- 
spiser of religion, had his heart very sensibly touched by 
her exhortation, and became very solemnly affected. This 
was discovered in school the next day by one of his school 
mates, who asked him why he was so sober? was answer- 
ed, “if you saw yourself in the awful situation which I do, 
you would be sober too. ‘This went like a dagger to the 
heart of the enquirer. ‘They have both since professed to 
find forgiveness of sins. Ou the 23d ult. while assembled 
ina school house which was crowded in eyery part, the 
heavenly shower appeared to rest on the wee at I AN Une 
wsual manner, while the cries of “God be merciful to me a 
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sinner,” and “Lord save or I perish,” was to be heard jn 
every part of the house, which lasted without any cessation. 
until a late hour of the night, while we had reason to hope 
several found the Saviour of sinners to be precious to their 
souls, 

Finding the school houses would not contain the people 
who wished to meet, we have since that, held our meetings 
in the Meeting-house, which, though sixty feet in length, at 
times will not contain the people ; and many times in eve ry 
part are to be heard fervent cries to the Lord for mercy, 
and at sundry times, they could not be prevailed on to leave 
the house, until three o’clock in the morning. 

An almost universal solemnity rests on the people, who 
assemble. No apearance of opposition has yet appeared, 
gainsay ers stand aloof, and we om but little or nothin 
irom them. We expect yet the powers of darkness will 

rally their scattered forces, and we shall find opposition from 
earth and hell. 

I have the names of between 50 and 60, who have in this 
time experienced their sins forgiven, and perhaps not far 
from as many more under solemn and weighty anxiety for 
their soul’s eternal welfare. 

The young conyerts are remarkably anxious for the con- 
version of their mates, and are exhorting them publicly, as 
well as from house to house, to leave ‘their sins, come to 
Christ, and be happy. ‘Their prayers and exhortations have 
a very powertul effect, and the Lord we trust is adding dai- 
ly to their numbers of such as we paumattig hope will be 
saved. 

The conviction for sin in the subjects of this work, ap- 
pears to be very deep and pungent, as much so | think as 
apy reformation | have ever been mn. 

‘After their conviction subsides, instead of being much 
elated or carried beyond themselves with extacies ” of JOY, 
they feel a great distress for their unconverted friends, 
which they manifest by going to them, exhorting and pray- 
ing with and for them until they are in many instances 
quite exhausted. 

Another letter from Elder Stinchfield, to the Editor, da- 
tor d June 9, 1823, observes, 

Tee good work has progressed, until we reckon 140 have 
sed a a change; 80 of whom J have baptized since the 
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%3d of February, and the work is still very powerful, espe- 
cially about Spruce creek meeting-house. Several within 
one week have found forgiveness of sins and several under 


anxiety for their souls. 





HAVERHILL 

We understand that there is a revival in Haverhill, Ms 
More than twenty have obtained a hope, and some have 
been baptised. The last account. reccived from there, sta- 
ted that Elder A. Jones was labouring with good success, 
he was on a visit to this place. More union is said to pre- 
vail there, than was ever known before in the place —El- 
der Jones has been invited to preach in the Baptist and 
Congregational Mecting houses. . 

By a letter from Dea. David Philbrick, of Sanbornton, 
we learn that the Lord has visited that region; sixteen 
have obtained a good hope, and there are others with en. 
quiring minds. 

By the Gospel Palladium, we receive the following notic- 
es. 

Brother James Burlingame, of Sterling, Ct (March 23d,) 
states that a pleasing work of grace has been realized 1: 
that vicinity—m a short time past he has administered the 
ordinance of baptism to 19 persons aad there are inany 
more who have evidenced a change from darkness to light. 
There was still an increasing solicitude among the people 
to hear and profit by the word of life. 

Brother Jacob Norton, of Weymouth, Ms. (April 25.) 
says that there is an interesting religious excitement among 
the people of his pastoral charge. 

An esteemed correspondent in Windham Ct. (7, ult.) 
stases that a glorious revival has recently been experienced 
ina part of that and in the towns of Coventry and Mans- 
field, so extensive has been the spread of the salutary work 
that our correspondent observes “in brother Henry Brown's 
neighbourhood, it is wonderful—no house has escaped for 
miles, and nearly every person in a large district, has now a 
comlortable hope in the Redeemer. 





DUTY OF CHIUSTIANS, No. VI 
Objections crswered. 
QL). 1. “YT am weak, and could not speak, to edifv those, who arg 


efrong in parts, an? andorstanding.” 
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Jinswer. Experience in the weak, often speaks te better effect ; than 
great parts; directed by human witders. Even a weak woman, may 
tell what God saith in plain scripture, as well as a learned man. If you 
cannot clothe your sentiments philosophically, you can say. Thus it is 
written, and thus I experience. A weak person may remind the strong- 
est ; ry-w eon forget their duty. 

Obj. : 2. Says another, ‘Some of my neighbors are so set to their par- 
ty, that they will not hear me. Others are so stupid and careless, and 
rooted in sin, that after sone exhortations, they are nothing better ; 
therefore | give them up as hopeless.” 

ns. No object of consequence can be gained, but by perseyerance. 
So it is in religion, While there is life, there is hope. The christian 
is not to relinquish his duty because sinners do not immediately per- 
form theirs. 


Ob). 3. *We must not cast pearls before swine, nor give that which 
is holy to dogs.” 

Ans: True, but we know not, who are dogs or swine, we should nat 
account them such, nor make this an excuse to forbear speaking to 
those, whose contempt has not been clearly manifested by repeated tri- 
als. 

Odj. 4. Says one, “I pay money to those whose profession is to teach ; 
i make presents of good books. My table and lodging is free to my 
minister. But to usurp the office of teaching myself, (except in my 
family,) is a duty, which propriety and decency forbids—It would make 
all preachers; and deprive those preachers, (who were called of God 
to the work) of their wages,” 

Jins. He that shunneth this duty out of his family, may be suspected 
of not doing it seriously in his family, ‘True, the profession of the min- 
ister is to teach, the physician to heal, the law yer to plead the equity 
of a case, the christian, ‘Sas he hath received the gift, to minister the 
same; one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” 
But this last would not be taking the pastoral charge. If you saw a 
man suffering for want of a physician, even if it were your neighbor, 
would you let him die, and say it is not my profession, but the Doctor’s. 
In two cases, every man or woman is a physician. First, In case of 
need, when the physician is not at hand, or cannot be had. Second, lé 

the hurt be curable, and another person may do as well as the phy si- 


cian. In analogous cases, every christian man and woman should be 
teachers. ) 


0b). 5. “ No private christian, unlearned in the original language, 


and not ordained to the minisiry, should go about, pretending to preach. 
"Yo encourage them, leads to a disrespect to true ‘learning, and the or- 
fhodex ministry. And it opens a flood gate to.every species of error 


- und confusien in the church. 


Ins. Surely, no experienced christian will for shame, make such an 
oliection as this. ds not this setting a higher value on human learning, 
ond ordination, than on the salvation of a soul? This may, by the bless- 
sing of God, be effected, by means of the most illiterate. In no case, 
since the apostles days, has the ministry been had in better respect, 
than it was then; when all the ¢ ifted brethren and sisters were com- 
mended, “to eriort one another dai ly.’ ‘There can be no greater bar- 
rier ie error and disrespect of the minisiry, than the bible in the hands 
of all, aud liberty fo expeund it by all. Error then can form itself info 


























































135V 
all parties only, and can have no great influence op the body of 
ristians, but to make them more careful to distinguish the leading 
uths of the gospel. 3 


From the Baptist Magazine, for March, 1809. 
THE BACKSLIDER FORGIVEN. 
In nothing is the covenant faithfulness of God more clearly seen, 
“Wehan in renewing backsliders to repentance. Jf his own children for- 
rake his law, he will visit their transgressions with a rod, and their in- 
yuity with stripes ; nevertheless, his loving-kindness he will not ut- 
stly take from them, nor suffer his taithfulnes to fail. This sentiment 
; strikingly illustrated in the following meioir. 








") Mrs. J..the wife of J.J. Esq. was born in the towa of Bradford, county 
of Essex, Commonwealth ef Massachusetts. She was hopefully brought 
“to the knowledge of the truth in early life, and while in the bloom of 
youth made a public profession of religion. For many years she continu- 
ed to adorn this profession by a mast exemplary life and conversation. 
"The gentleman to whom she gaye her heart and hand, held a yery re- 
Yspectable rank in society, and was also a member of the same religious 
Scommunity with herself. For a considerable time they waiked hand in 
and, as-heirs tegether of the grace of life, enjoying not only feliow- 
‘hip with each other, but with the church of Ged with which they 
) were happily uited. 
'— For the space of about sixteen years, Mrs. J. exhibited the most uniform 
& undeviating attention to the duties of our holy religion. After this fair 
and honourable trial, it was not to be supposed, that her sentiments, es- 
pecially on the great doctrine of Christianity, could be shaken. Lat 
alas, what are we, when left to ourselves. 

About this time, a strange spirit made its appearance, in one or more 
of the members of the church to which this happy couple belonged. 
a It first assumed the appearance of a more rigid piety than professors 

+ generally pretended fo. The church, ia their yiew was not sufliciently 

spiritual ; asit was said they admitted ipto their warship soine things of 
man’s invention. Hence their psalms and hymns were proneunced, as 
being mere hwman compositions. At length, certain parts of the Bible 
"| were declared to be wainspired : and, as might reasonably he expected, 
_» ina little time the whole was discovered to be nothing more than priest. 
+ craft andimposture! Thus every steptaken by these pretended reform- 
ers diverged wider and wider from Christianity. In their marchtowards 
perfection, they halted in a short space in akind ef Quakerism, (known 
at the time by the name of the ““Marshalliie Scheme ;’’) but adyancing a 
few steps further, their leaders openly avowed the doctrine of infidelity ! 
A number of the most influential characters, who either led or follow- 





ily under consi@eration. 

It is not certainly known, that either Mr. or Mrs. J. ever openly 
avowed the above sentiment; but they were so far entangled in ihig 
» awful delusion, as to lose by degrees that reverence which they once 
> Selt for the tenths of the blessed gospel. Vhey hence became daily 
more vulnerable fo the shatis of ridicule and profane wit. Having in- 
 tantiously yielded some points of the christian faith it increased the 
| difficulty tm maintaining others. As their sentiments relaxed. thor hee 


ed in the train of this delusion, were intimatety counegted with the faun;.: 
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came remiss in duty; aud hence ther joys declined, until ° eyery thin 
which related to the dectrine of Christ, and their own experience, w, 
called in question. Having lost the fellowship of their Christian Friens 
it is natural to suppose that the persons who had been the princi) 
cause of this change of sentiment wouid now be admitted as their par 
ticulas associates. 7 
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But although they had lost the enjoyment, and abandoned the dutial 
of religion, they were unabie wholly to stifle the conviction which | 
iruths would sometimes make upon their minds. In this cheeriey! 
comfortless state, they passed many days. I call it cemfortiess ; for j— 
cannot be supposed, that a soul that has known the love of Christ ca 
ever find happiness in worldiy enjoyments. If these were incapable ¢j 



















giving satisfaction, when the heart knew no greater good, how insipi{ | as 
aeciat they now appear! What heart-felt remorse must follow the uw. aes t 
hallowed indulgence of sinful pleasures! CO 
During this period, God did not leave himself without witness of hi, "rai 4 
faithfulness. They were warned by afllictions, and invited by me. 7@e!?S 
cies, to return unto him, from whom they had so deeply revolted. 3 wm 
3 ou 


A lovely daughter, which Mr. J. had by a former marriage, was ai Bmes 
on a bed of languishing. ‘The skill of the physician was urged in vain ut € 


A fixed, fatal consumption darkened every prospect of recovery, and de. ord 
stroyed the last germe of hope. In this alarming situation, it was nat) uest 
ural to conceal from her, her real danger. Educated as she had been, | 40! 


in the loose principles of deism, it is to be supposed she wae expecting hee 
to find relief from her pains and distresses, in the undisturbed repose oi d it 
unconscious sleep! but it was said,* a little time before she closed the he | 
scene of life, she called her father to the bed-side, and addressed him — for 
as follows : “Sir, do you know that there is no hereafter? Can you as Bae la 
sure me that death will end my existence?” As soon as his feelings RCH 
would permit him to answer, he gave a negative to these all-important [ it 
inquiries. She continued; “Something tells me that my soul is immoz. ga 
tal! that it must live forever! and that there is a heaven, and a hell! | 
—that there is a God, and a Saviour!’ The crisis was too solemn to 








be trifled with. It was admitted that her fears might be just, and that * 
she could be safe only in the mercy of God. In this mercy we © os 
hope she was brought fully to contide, before she closed the scene of | ti 

A sister of the deceased, a young woman of amiable accomplishments a 


lived at this time in the direlé of my ministry. Perceiving her to be 
much solemnized by this dispensation, it excited in my mind an unusual | ~ 
solicitude for her salvation; or rather, as | may say, it revived in mea | 
solicitude which I had before experienced, although 1} could give no 
particular reasons for it. But blessed be God, I had the satisfaction 
soon to perceive, that she was not so much affected on “the account of 
her sister, as on the account of her own lost condition. Vor several 
days she went mourning as without the light of the sun; but God was 
pleased at length to deliver her from the bondage of sin, and fillher Pas. 
soul with joy and peace in believing. IJ have seldom seen an instance 





* The wriicr was not prescat, but ad th's part of the narrative by infor- 
ostt?or? : : 
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more pungent conviction, or of more rational and exaited joy. Not 
Ig after, she made a so.einn proiession, before many witnesses; and 

r months, yea, for years she continued a living witness for God. As 
r situation is now remote irom me, | have known but little of her 
nte of mind for severai years past; but iny prayer is, that God woud 
eserve her to his heavenly ki ngdc ym. 

‘hese difierent events, which folfowed ‘1 in near succession, were not 
Mihout eilect on the minds of the parents. but neither mercies nog 
re ctions are to themseives sulicient to reclaim a backslider. It re- 
ires the same divine power wuich at first raised the sinner from the 

pths of guilt, to restore him to his first love. 
God was pleased, at length, to visit Mrs. J. ima more serious manner. 
e found her health gradually declining, and the most alarming syimp- 
ms of a pulmonary disorder increasing upon her ; yet she was "awil- 
x to admit the thought, that she “should not recover. As she 
id occasionally attended on my ministry, I endeavored at sey- 
‘al difilerent times to converse with her, more especially on the cop- 
erns of her soul. She appeared at first, to discoyer no oiher anxie ty 
nan to recover; but considering her past profession, and her declen- 
on from it, I feit particularly anxious to know her present views. At 
mes I almost despaired of ever seeing any alteration In her state of mind, 
ut God, who is rich in mercy, has his own set time to work. On ihe 
ord’s day preceding her death in the intermission I recvived a re- 
uest from Mr. J, to appoint and attend a meettng on the ‘Tuesday fol- 
wing at his house, particularly on her account. ‘The request was 
heerfully received, and the eppointment made. When the day arri- 
dit proved extremely sultry, it being the beginning of Angust. At 
he hour proposed, i repaired to the house, and on entering the room 
found Mrs. J. sitting up in an easy chair. She appe neared. exceeding= 
languid and faint, and obliged to make considerable exertion only ta 
espire. On advancing towards her, | asked her how she did? Wher 
ith a feeble hallow w hisper she answered, “Poorly! poorly!” 1 in- 
quired, SIs it weil with your soul?” She answered with great emhas pe 
‘O no!” And instantly lifting her hands, she broke forth, as nearly 
can recollect, in the follow: ing language: “Lord Live mercy Ha 
1e0! Jesus, thou son of David.have me rey on me! Lord, thou knowest 
hat I have tasted of thy love in months and in days past; but 1 have 
ackslidden from thee! Lord lift upon me the light of thy counte- 
ance! I cannot live without thy love, 1 cannot die without it! One 
cannot die without thy love!” She continued speaking in this mar- 
er, | should judge, about the space of two minutes, with such an au 


si? 


iible voice as to be distinctly “heard in different parts of the house. 
“he scene was beyond description moving. Her deathlike countenance 
er hollow trembling voice, her deep contrition, ber earnest prt 
Mor mercy, seemed to penetate every heart. 1 believe I m= y say in 
—@ruth, there was not a person present whose eves were not src yay ‘red 
With tears. Indeed, a heart must have been strance ely indurated, not to 

Thave felt on an occasion like this. 

The pubiic service now commenced, and I was led to discourse from 
Job xxix, 2,3,4. “O that I were as in months past, as in the days 
vhen 7 preserved me; when his candle shined upen my head, and 


vhen by his light I walked throuch darkens s; as LT wasin the divs of 
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Sy you th. when the secret qi Ged was upon my tabernac's “The 
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season, I have reason to hope, was not only comforting to her, but ;.f 
‘fnany.others, After the public exercise, she seemed desirous to conyers 
far beyond what her strength would admit. She lamented and cop. 
demned in the most pointed language her past conduct. “O,” said she 
“how often have I heard the blessed Jesus reviled, and his precio, 
gospel ridiculed! Ah, and too far joined in it myself! O,I lament jt 
I lament it.” I cannot die without his love. O, will the blessed Jesy, 
pardon such a backslider. 

On Thuraday I visited her again, and found her calm, and to ap. 
pearance resigned. Jt seemed that her soul, through grace, had bee, 
enabled to return’unto its rest in God. She expressed, to my recollec. 
tion, but one wish with respect to living; and that was, that she might 
enjoy one ¢ool day (as the scason was exceedingly sultry) so that she 
mightonverse with her family. This petition. was granted the day 
following; and I have much reason to a she improved it as in the 
veiw of eternity. Her children were ¢alled around her one by one 
whom she charged and exorted in the most solemn and affecting Wing 
ner. 

On Saturday, about sunset I was sent for in haste, and informed that 
she was thought to be dying, and wished tp see me once more. [rode 
with all speed (the distance being about two miles) and when I entered 
her room, I found her indeed sruggling with the last enemy ; but in the 
entire possession of her reason, and sweetly resigned to the will of 
God. She gave me to understand, that her faith in the Redeemer re- 
mained unshaken, and that her fears of death were all removed. It | 
was proposed that I should attempt to pray; to which she directly re. 
plied, ‘Dio be quick, or I shall be gone.” We instantly united, and 
perhaps were engaged about five minutes, and I believe within a min- 
ute after, her spirit obtained its dismission from its clayey tenement. 
‘She will never speak again,” (exclaimed the husband.) And turning 
to the children, “Your dear mother is gone—she will never return.” 
The whole family seemed instantly to pour their sorrows in one min- 
gled flood of grief. The scene was exceedingly tender and affecting 
and awakened the sympathetic feelings of all present. J 


The aboye unadorned narrative may be relied upon as substantially 
true. If it should be a mean of guarding any of the people of God. 
against the seductive influence of error, or of ecouraging poor despon- 
ding backsliders to return to the God of their salvation, the writer’: 


object will be attained. 
SINCERITAS 





From the Christian Herald. 
THE PULPIT AND THE PRESS. 

How wonderful are the works and ways of God in his moral govern 
ment of this fallen world! how rich the display of his wisdom and g¢eod- 
ness which strike the eye on every hand and challenge onr warmest 
returns of gratitude and praise! To the indulgence of these reflec- 
tions, I beg leave to invite the readers of the Christian Herald, as 1 
suitable exercise to commence the present volume, and immediately 

recede the devotions of the closet. To the serious centemplative 
mind—to the heart susceptible of the impressions of Divine truth and 
slowing with love to Ged and man, no subject cas be more interesting. 
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‘is calculatéd to awaken a spirit of humbling, grateful, aniinmting ree 
ection, which in its wide range, will take in present enjoyment, re- 


membrance of past mercies, and anticipation of future blessings. 


The government of God is as benevelent as his nature--unchangea- 
jle as his being, and unlimited as his works.—It is the united display 
of ail his perfections, in the production of their proper fruits. [tis a sen- 


sible medium by which the Divine character is diffused and acted out. 

‘In a word, it is the visible God, drawn by his own hand, and corres- 
jponding in alf its parts, with the most perfect exactness to its infinite | 
original. , . 


in meditating upon-the infinite goodness of God to man, a8 displayed 


‘in the fruits of Divine benevolence, my attention is arrested, and my 


hind absorbed, in viewing the means of knowledge which his wisdom 
las appointed, and his goodness bestowed ; to enlighten the ignorance, 


| counteract the depravity, and insure the happiness of miserable man. 
" Among these, the Pulpit and the Press stand pre-eminent. ‘These are 
' confessedly, the grand means of diffusing the light of Divine truth—of 
' extending the knowledge of gospel salvation, and recovering a sinful 


world from the ruins of apostacy. Witliout them all other means would 
be totally inadequate, weak and inéfficient; and the benevolent heart 
be left to sigh in vain, over the perishing heathen. The kingdom of 
God is a kingdom of means, and those which he hath chosen and ap- 
pointed are the wisest and best; and those only by which he will effect 
the purpose of his grace. ‘That a preached gospel is a Divine institu- 


' tion, is a truth attested by God’s word and providence, and sealed by 


the witnessing agency of his Spirit. Long and effectudily were the 
means of human invention tried, by ancient heathen philosophers and 
moralists, to meliorate the state of the world, and recover sinful man to 
virtue and moral goodness.—And how slow and circumscribed too, was 
the march of all their means—with no other vehicle of knowledge but 
manuscript communications to diffuse their false light. Few only could 
read and few of them possess bocks. But lo, the kindness of God our 
Saviour has appeared. A preached gospel was instituted—the invyalu- 
able, divine art of printing discovered, and has become a common Bless- i 
ing through the civilized world.—For after that, in the wisdom of Bi 
God, the svorld by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the fool- | 
ishness of preaching to save them that believe.” Preaching the gos- 
pei is a divine institution—printing it, is no less so, as it is a necessary 
accompaniment, an essential part of the same plan, and indispensably 
requisite to give effect to the same end. ‘The one was instituted by 
God's word—the other as clearly appointed by his providence. They 
are kindred officers. ‘The Pulpit and the Press are inseparably connec- 
ted, and as it were indentified in each other.—T he Press is as necessa- 
ry to the pulpit as agriculture and the arts are to commerce. ‘The 
Christian minister and the Christian printer march hand in bhand—mu- 
tally support and strengthen each other—are fellow labourers in the HE. 
same service, and for the accomplishment of the same great and impor wy. 
tant end. Whatever may be said in commendation of 3 preached gos- ' 
pel, (and it cannot be too highly valued) necessarily connects with, ft 

the services of the press. Whence or precious Bibles? Whence all 

the relizious and instructive books, with which the gospel world is 

so abundantly stored ?—Whence the means of knowledge to our cab bs | 
feces and Theological Seminaries? Whence the religious tracts, thoie at 











— 
_ es - oak ~ 7 
=: ST ae ne Pe ese es 


ae = 


= 
al 
ee 
~*~ 














F 
¢ 


~ 


IR RE Sf OEE aN ane cont 
ren 
ti - Papin ee 
= = 





which are still expected, from periodical religious publications, cannot 
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“winged messengers that make their way to the hearts of the ignorant 
and vicious, and bring the watidering sinner home? Whence those 
weekly and monthly vehicles of rengious inteiligence and practical pj. 
ety which flow through our country in every direction, to instruct ang 
gladden the heart of the Christian, and qu.cken the voice of prayer 
and praise of every community? Whetice are the six hundred mill 
ions of perishing heathen, and the numberless destitiite of our country 
to be supplied with the word of life? Whence the various benevolen: 
institutions of the present day to derive their means of doing good, ang 
of evangelizing the world? From tat Press. The press then, is t 
be regarded with a sacred veneration, and supported, or the pulpit falls, 
A part of our property therefore, should be considered sacred to the 
press, as due to God and the Redeemer’s cause.—The claim of well 
conducted periodical religious publications, to the encouragement an| 
support of the Christian public, appears of nearly the same kind with 
that of the ehristian ministry, and to stand in reason and conscience, 
upon the same ground. 

The importance of the press—the benefits which have resulted, and 


be more fully illustrated, nor more highly appreciated, than b taking 
a view of the present state aud prospects of the world, upon the large 
millennial scale. We live in a wonderful day—in the most interestin 

and eventful period which the people of God have ever witnessed As 
tonishing preparations are rapidly advancing for the most glorious 
events to the Church. FEyvery circumstance in Providence is cajculated 
to excite the prayers, the exertions and the hopes of Christians. The 
whole resource of himan means is ‘ast expioring—successfully springs 
thg into action, in an astonishing scene of new, vigorous and varied en- F 
terprise. Much is alreacy done, and we sce the means and spirit of F 
action increasing with the progress of the work ; to effect creat things 
which vet remain to be done, Missionary and Bible Societies, and Var 
rious other benevolent institutions, are formed and forming, and pouw- 
ine their tributary streams into this mighty river of God, till it shail 
swell and spread, and water the whole world. ‘The long neglected sons 
of the ecean, are now receiving Bibles and Tracts, and religious in- 
struction ; and the first fruits of the sea are gathering into the Reden- 
er’s kingdom. ‘The waste places of Jerusalem are rebuilding, and the 
wilderness begins to blossom. The Holy Scriptures are transiating 
and prinfing in every language ; spreading to every land. (O! thank 
heaven for the blessing of the press.) The missionaries of the gospel 
are going forth in every direction—traversing trackless deserts, and 
crossing the widest oceans, to testify ‘he gospel of the grace of God, 
and publish the glad tidings of salvation to the heathen. The light 
breaks forth in the east. The morning star of the millenial day has 
yisen. [Ethiopia begins to streach forth ber hands unto God. and the 
isles wait for and receive his law. The first ripe fruits of the univers 
al harvest of Jews and Gentiles are now gathering. The ransoned of 
the Lord are returning to Zion, with songs and everlasting joy on their 
heads. ‘The world’s grand jubilee approaches.—The gospel trumpet 
is Blown. It will sound long and loud; it will be heard tc the remot- 
est clime; it will call all nations to the standard of Christ, and the 
Biessings of his salvation. God’s truth and faithfulness are pledged. 
He has promised, and will perferm: he will make bare hi: holy arm 
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1, ihe eyes of all the nations. All the ends of the earth shall see the 


alvation of God—‘“And the kingdom, and the dominion, and the great- 
ess of the kingdom under the whole heaven shall be given to the peo- 
le of the saints of the Most High.” 


To the Cloriy of the several Qr. Meetings. 
Information will be wanted for Dec. No. 1823, as soon as the jirst of 


‘ovember next. 
Last Dec. returns were made of five Yearly Meetiugs in connection: viz. 





Vermont, New-Hampshire, Edgecomb, and Gorham, in Maine, and Holland 


Purchase in. WN. Y. If any have been added since, we want to hear from 
em. | 

QUESTIONS. 
1 What is the name of your Quarterly Meeting ? 
2° To what Yearly Meeting does it belong ? 
What number of Churches belong to this Q. M. 
What number of Members in each Church ? 
What number of Elders? their names, and where do they reside ? 
6 What munber of Unordained Preachers, their names and residence. 
Any Clerk of a Quarterly Meeting, or if he declines, any other person, 
ho will give the above information by writing to the Editor of the Reli- 
ious Informer, shall recewe as a compensation for his services, (if he re- 


Ci te Gt 


“ 


rest tt) the first Vol. of the Informer without any expense, only for hin 
pay the postage. | 





| Friendship.—A friendship of interest lasts no longer than 
tic interest continues; whereas true affection, is of the na- 
ture of a diamond ; it is lasting and it is hard to break. 








~S ~ 


x DIED, 

| [In Boston, N. Y. Erie Co. June 15th, Elder Jeremiah Folsom, aged 
1. He was born in Gilmanton, N. H. and in the 17th year of his age 

Bas converted to the christian faith, and became a beld advocate for 
€ cause of Christ. When he was thirty years old, he was ordained as 
preacher of the gospel, and continued faithful in his labors as long as 
1s strength remained. He bore his sickness with christian fortitude, 
d died in the triumphs of faith. His remains were committed to the 
rave in the presence of an affectionate eompanion, ten children, and 

& large concoarse ef christian friends to. mourn theirloss. Elder M’Ca- 
preached on the oceasion from 2 Tim. 4. 6,7, and 8. “ For I am 

mow ready to be offered, &c, # 

' Jn Andover, N. H. July 28th Miss Betsey Philbrick, aged 27. 

€ 

_ Vermont Yearly Meeting will be holden at Corinth, Vt. on the first 

vilurday and: Sabbath in October next. 
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+The paper-maker wants some moxey for his paper!!! 


Vhat shall 1 do? Will delinquent subscribers send mo a 
ttle this fall, so that [can pay my honests peprs 2% 














POBTRY: 
Reifel, Huton Co. Ohio, July 15th, ¥823. 
Brovuer C#4se, 
I send you the follo®ing lines, which if considered worthy, you will plea» i 
give it a pluce in the Paformer, and oblige yours, 
| Osanian JENNEY. 
a¥ 
For THE INFORMER. 
Deatn or tae Ricutzovs. 


1 Sweet ts the scéfe when virtue dies, 
When sinks a righteous soul to rest : 
How mildly lean’d the cédsing eyes; __ 
How gently heaves th’ expiring breast > 





2 So fades a summnict cloud away, 
i] ’ So sinks the galé when storms aré o’er, 
So gently shuts the eye of day, 
fi So dies the wave along the shore 


3 Triunipliant smiles the victor’s brow, 
Fann’d by some angel’s purple wing ; 
O graye, whiere is thy vict’ry now ? 
Invidious death, where is thy sting! 


4 A holy quiet reigns around, 
A calm which nothing can destroy; 
Nought can disturb that peace propound, 
Which their unfetter’d souls enjoy. 


5 Farewell, conflicting hopes and tears, 
Where lights and shades alternate dwell; 
How bright th’ unchanging moon appears ; 
a % inconstant world,efare well. 





6 Its duty done as sinks the clay, 
Light trom its load the spirit flies ; 
While heaven and earth combme to say, 
Sweet 1s the sceve when virtue dies. 


7 Written by Dr. A. M’Millan f 





